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(57) ABSTRACT

Asyslem and method is provided to replenish a submarine's
tactical capabilities, e.g., weapons, sensors and
communications, while the submarine remains within a
hostile environment. One or more Underwater Combat
Vcbiclcs (UCV's) arc pre-IXISitk>ncd at strategic kJCatiooa or
arc lauocbcd fnxn a surface aIXl/or airborne platform. The
UCV's include full tactical capabilities, wbk:h can attach to
and be integrated with a &Ubmarioc's capabilities. To initiate
repleniabmcnt, a submarine broadcasts a si&Dal. or dis-
patdlcs one of the UCV's wxIcr its direct a)Qtrol, to make
contact with ODC of the pre~tioocd UCV's or with a
central command platform. The pre-positioned UCV's are
programmed to search for and k>cate the submarine. This
can either be accomplisbcd usiD& sigDa]s broackast from the
submarine, or usina UCV internal navigation sysIelDl and a
last known position for the &Ubmarine. Once located, ~m-
muoicaoon between the submarine and UCV allows 00cki0g
of the UCV ooto the &Ubmarioc.
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